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To The Hon Dominic Raab, Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and
Development Affairs, First Secretary of State

Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Olffice

King Charles St SWI1A 2AH

London

United Kingdom

LETTER OF PROTEST
Re.: His Excellency Andrew Noble, Ambassador to Romania

Dear Mr. Raab,

Please receive the distinguished greetings, to you and to the people of the United Kingdom,
of the Alliance for the Union of Romanians (A.U.R.), a Romanian Parliamentary party.

The doctrine of A.U.R. promotes family values, in congruence with Romanian tradition,
religion, culture, and civilization.

We respectfully submit to you this Letter, grounded in the following facts.

On Monday, August 9th, 2021, at the Bucharest City Hall headquarters, the British
Ambassador to Bucharest, His Excellency Andrew Noble, attended negotiations between
representatives of the homosexual community in Romania and officials of the Bucharest
General Council, regarding the planning of a public event, the "Bucharest Gay Pride Parade".

Following the meeting, HE Ambassador Noble answered questions in an ad-hoc press
statement, expressing his support for the LGBT community in Romania and his views that
the Romanian society is "full of fear".

We object to this intrusion, and respectfully request that in the future the Foreign Office ensure
that the British Ambassador to Romania consult with all Romanian political forces before
deciding to take sides on such sensitive matters.

We consider that the Ambassador’s action and remarks can be regarded as an undiplomatic
act and a form of interference into the Romanian nation’s domestic affairs. We believe that it
is hardly suitable for the ambassador of any nation to participate in any activities or local



negotiations, taking sides on issues which a great majority of the host nation deems culturally
inappropriate and offensive. Diplomacy is designed to strengthen friendship and goodwill
between nations, not to convey the idea that one nation is perfect and another is flawed. Just
as it would be highly inappropriate for the Romanian Ambassador to the United Kingdom to
advise what we might perceive to be shortcomings in British society, it was hardly appropriate
for the British Ambassador to make such remarks, but especially to personally participate in
that 3-hour meeting, taking sides moved, it may seem, by a personal ideological parti-pris.

By oficially throwing his weight and the weight of your country behind the negociations
between the LGBT community and the Bucharest officials, it can be argued that HE
Ambassador Noble transgressed the obligation of diplomatic personnel not to interfere in
internal affairs and political or administrative decisions of the host nation, as mentioned in
the Vienna Convention.

There is no doubt that the Ambassador attended negotiations as a pressure factor to ensure
that the petitioners receive the consent of the Bucharest City Hall for the event to take place
exactly as requested by the organizers. This was all the less appropriate in a difficult time
when the inhabitants of Romania have to face numerous restrictions and deprivations due to
the pandemy.

Respectfully we ask that in the future your Office instruct its officials in Bucharest not to act
under the colour of diplomatic rank or immunity and not to take any sides related to
Romania’s internal affairs, nor to pass judgment, either explicitly or implicitly, on the
positions which its citizens take on matters of conscience and conviction, particularly
religious and moral conviction. Romanians do not tell the people of the United Kingdom how
to live their lives, nor do they pass judgment on the state of human rights in their country.
Romanians expect no less from your Office.

Kindly and respectfully, please respect our culture, religious views, and sovereignty, as we
most earnestly do yours. These are highly sensitive issues in our country and we feel deeply
about them, but we sincerely assure you and the people of United Kingdom of our great
respect and friendship.

Please, Your Excellency, receive the expression of our highest consideration.

George Simion
Claudiu Tarziu
Co-Presidents

Alliance for the Union of Romanians



